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THE RADAR BRANCH BULLETIN:                                              

WINTER 2020 

 

 

FROM THE EDITOR’s DESK 

 

I must open this edition of the Radar Bulletin with another apology from your humble scribe. You will have 

recently received your Autumn Bulletin, itself significantly delayed by the COVID19 lock-downs. 

Unfortunately I was one of the many deemed to be ‘high risk’ from the virus, being one of the over-60s (yeah, 

okay – very much over 60s). Accordingly I was caught without a computer until I could return to work in 

mid-June. 

 

The autumn period was dramatic, and the winter period is getting even more so. I can only hope, on behalf of 

the Branch, that all of members have come through COVID19 unscathed. We should spare a thought for our 

colleagues in the Victorian RAAF Radar Association – people, please keep safe – our thoughts are with you. 

We also need to acknowledge our gratitude to the Medical and Emergency Services who have tried to keep us 

safe, not forgetting those members of the ADF who have once again deployed on in support of governments 

various.  

 

This edition of the Bulletin, regrettably, starts with two ‘Faded Echoes’. On a happier note, the “news” 

component provides details of this year’s recipients of the Radar Association awards, whilst “Changes at the 

Top” introduces three (relatively) new appointees to the Wing Warrant Officer posts at 41, 42 and 44 Wing. 

There are details on the Surveillance and Response Group role in naming the new base auditorium at 

Williamtown, and some words regarding 1 RSU’s advances as the RAAF’s Space Force - for those old hands 

who thought that the 1 and 2 CRU FPS 3 antenna was big, check out the 1 RSU C-Band radar. 
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 There is a list of RAAF Association Radar Branch meetings and events, all of which have been subject to 

short notice change/cancellation - still, if you can’t take a joke you should never have joined! 

 

The final news item is a nostalgic look at what we used to have for air defence training and aggressor services 

– a look back to 2 Squadron RNZAF, and a tantalising glimpse of what might have been, if not for politicians.  

 

The history component for the winter quarter follows, which addresses tid-bits such as the start of the Battle of 

Britain,  the invasion of Admiralty Islands/Momote and the invasion of Labuan, the noting of a number of 

wartime casualties within the ‘Radar’ family and a number of air defence/radar/aviation world firsts.  

 

Finally, as part of our ‘Who’s Who in the Zoo”, there are biographies of Group Captain Nick OSBORNE, 

Chief of Staff,  Surveillance and Response Group and our esteemed Branch Treasurer, Tony ROGERS.  

 

Yours aye, 

 

Jimbo 
 

 

 

FADED ECHOES 

 

 
It is once more my sad task to report two more ‘Faded Echoes’ in this Bulletin:  Mr Neville Adcock, one of 

our last remaining World War 2 members, and Group Captain (Ret’d) Krista Thompson, Their eulogies are 

detailed below. 

 

 

Neville ADCOCK. Neville ADCOCK was born in 1925 and attended Rozelle Public School and the Fort 

Street Boy High School. After attaining the Leaving Certificate in 1941, he began work with Kent Brierley & 

Fisher, a well-known firm of chartered accountants. In 1943, he enlisted in the RAAF and trained as a Radar 

Operator at the Radar School, RAAF Richmond. On graduation, he was posted to 49 Radar Station, located at 

Point Lookout, North Stradbroke Island. In due course he was posted to 309 radar Station at North Goulburn 

Island, where he remained until the unit closed in February 1945, prior to re-locating to Sandgate (Brisbane) 

to re-form as one of 114 Mobile Fighter Control Unit’s radar stations in preparation for the Tarakan invasion. 

Neville served at Tarakan until the end of the War, when he was posted for a short time to Labuan (British 

North Borneo). 

 

Discharged from the RAAF in February 1946, Neville returned the office that he had left to join the RAAF, 

and qualified in 1948 as a member of the Institute of Chartered Accountants, becoming a partner in the firm in 

1953. Neville married in 1950 and settled in Russell Lea in 1953, raising four children. He retired from the 

accountancy firm in December 1975, however he continued to practice as a chartered accountant until 1990. 

 

Neville was an early member of the Radar Branch and served as Treasurer for a number of years, maintaining 

a deep interest in radar and in the various activities of the Branch. In 1999 he produced a history of 309 Radar 

Station, which he compiled with the assistance of his daughter, Susan ALLEN, and which is now in the 

historical archives of 41 Wing. 

 

Neville was in poor health in recent years and moved into care about three years ago. His eyesight had faded 

and he could no longer read ‘Wings’ which he always enjoyed. He maintained his membership of the Branch 

until the end, and always looked forward to receiving our Bulletin, which his family would read to him. 

Neville’s funeral was held on 21 July, 2020. – Vale Neville, Per Ardua ad Astra.      
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Krista THOMPSON. A ‘sandgroper’, Krista Jeanette THOMPSON 

was born on 2 June 1958, the eldest child, followed by three siblings 

(Francesca, Marcus and Helen). She underwent her schooling in 

Kalamunda, WA, and later started her career as an Air Traffic 

Controller - with what was then the Civil Aviation Authority. She 

joined the RAAF on 10 February 1987 as a direct-entry Flying Officer 

(in recognition of her civilian qualification), and was one of a very 

small number who came to the Air Force from the ranks of the CAA – 

the fact that she was by this time married to Dave ‘Thommo’ THOMPSON, at that time a Flight Lieutenant 

ATCO, probably had something to do with it. Remarkably both Krista and Thommo would rise to the rank of 

Group Captain before retirement. 

 

Krista passed through Officer’s Training School in 1987 (where your humble scribe was on the Directing 

Staff), and was subsequently posted to RAAF Tindal ATC. She later undertook an instructor posting to OTS 

(in 1989-90), and subsequently re-categorised to Air Defence, graduating from No 87 Air Defence Controller 

Basic Course in 1993. After a number of unit postings, Krista was promoted to Squadron Leader and 

appointed as 41 Wing ADGESTANDO in January 1996.  

 

Her first command - Commanding Officer, SACTU, was from 9 Aug 1999 to 15 Jan 2001, after which she 

was posted to attend the Australian Staff College. Her postings as a Wing Commander, included XO 41 

Wing, command of 3 CRU (25 Nov 2005 to 19 Mar 2008), and as Commander Task Group 633.12, 

Kandahar, Afghanistan (01 May – 16 Oct 2008). As a Group Captain, she served with (the then) Capability 

Development Group. Her last posting was Director of Capability (A8) at Headquarters Air Command. Krista 

retired from the RAAF in 2012 

 

During her last couple of years of service, Krista was seriously ill and required ongoing medical treatment. As 

it also transpired, Thommo became ill also, passing away on 30 January 2016. On 22 March 2019, Krista 

unveiled a dedication plaque at the new Williamtown ATC Tower, which 44 Wing had dedicated to his 

memory. Krista passed away on 29 March 2020; her funeral (due to COVID 19 pressures) was held on 01 

April 2020. 

 

(My thanks to Helen Vernon for assisting to piece together some of the details for this eulogy – Ed.)  

 

 

 

RAAF ASSOCIATION RADAR BRANCH AWARDS 
 

Each year the Radar Branch of the RAAF Association presents awards to outstanding personnel from 41 and 

44 Wings. Both Wings apply a rigorous selection policy to the selection process. This year’s recipients are:  

AIRCDRE PITHER Trophy: Awarded to the airwoman or airman who has provided the most 

positive contribution in support of 41 Wing activities: 

LAC Alexander DYSON. 1RSU 

GES STUCHBURY Award: Recognising the officer of any category within 44 Wing, who clearly 

stands out from his/her peers by demonstrating professional mastery beyond his/her core duties: 

FLTLT Ryan HIGGO, 453SQN, Pearce Flight 
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Joe ULETT Memorial Trophy: Awarded to the Airwoman or airman who has provided the most 

positive contribution to the operational performance of 41 Wing. 

SGT Bryce HANNAN, 114 MCRU 

 

 
The RAAF Association Radar Branch extends its congratulations to this year’s recipients. 

 

 

 

 

CHANGES AT THE TOP 
 

 

42 WING WARRANT OFFICER: Warrant Officer Adam Scott was selected as the 

42 Wing Warrant Officer in November 2019. Adam joined the RAAF in 1993 after 18 

months service in the Army reserve as a Command Post Operator (Royal Australian 

Artillery) as a Supplier, progressing into the Air Movements specialisation. Service in 

this area led to numerous deployments to the Middle East and Timor Leste, and he was 

awarded a Commander Combat Support Group Commendation for his work during 

Operation Sumatra Assist. Paul has had several instructor postings; his last post was as 

Squadron Warrant Officer 22 (City of Sydney) Squadron.   

 

 

44 WING WARRANT OFFICER: Warrant Officer Raylee (“Pixie”) SCOTT 

recently took up the post of 44 Wing Warrant Officer. Raylee joined the RAAF as a 

“Swithchie” and evolved into a CISCON. As a CISCON, Raylee has had considerable 

experience in the communications world, including service with 1 Combat 

Communications Squadron, including a tour as Squadron Warrant Officer. Raylee has 

deployed on a range of ADF operations, including service in the Middle East and 

Afghanistan and holds an ADF Gold Commendation, Air Force Silver Commendation, 

ADF Bronze Commendation and the 1 CCS Meritorious Unit Citation.   

 

 

41 WING WARRANT OFFICER: Warrant Officer Paul ARGUS recently took up 

the post of 41 Wing Warrant Officer. Paul joined the RAAF as an ENGFITT, and over 

the years gained considerable experience on C-130 transport aircraft, including tours 

with 36 Squadron and 37 Squadron (as WOE). In 2011, as a Flight Sergeant, Paul was 

posted to 2 Squadron, posting out on promotion to WOOFF in 2014. Paul’s experience 

reflects significant service as a maintenance supervisor, several operational deployment 

to the Middle East Region and staff experience with DP-AF. Paul is the first “Techo” 

to be appointed as 41 Wing Warrant Officer.   
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SRG GRANTED NAMING RIGHTS FOR THE NEW BASE AUDITORIUM 

 
 

With the commissioning of the new Headquarters building at RAAF Williamtown (Named “THE LEN 

WATERS BUILDING”, to commemorate the RAAF’s first indigenous fighter pilot), Commander SRG was 

invited to name the new Base Auditorium. The name chosen is “THE MERAUKE ROOM”, which 

commemorates the Merauke campaign in the then Netherlands New Guinea. Merauke has significance for 

SRG as it was the one action of World War 2 which involved all three Radar Wings.  

 

42 Wing had primacy in the defence of Merauke, as it was allocated the responsibility for RAAF radar 

stations assigned to the Netherlands New Guinea, along with its existing responsibilities for North Queensland 

and Torres Strait.  

 

Radars based in Papua and New Guinea were controlled by 41 Wing in Port Moresby, and guarded the 

eastern approaches to Torres Strait and had a vital cross-tell responsibility with Merauke. Similarly, 44 

Wing’s radar network, which extended from the Kimberleys to Nhulunbuy/Cape Wessel, covered the western 

approaches to Torres Strait and Netherlands New Guinea, with a similar cross-tell responsibility. 

 

Together, the three radar wings ensured that the Torres Strait remained securely in Allied hands. 

 

                                                                                      

   

 

SPACE – THE FINAL FRONTIER 

 

 
No 1 Remote Sensor Unit (1RSU), based at Edinburgh 

South Australia, is Australia’s only operational space unit. 

The unit works closely with the US military towards 

integrating air and space power into military operations, and 

enhancing the ADF’s space presence and space situational 

awareness.  

 

The space mission is achieved by a close working 

relationship with the US Space-Based Infra-Red System 

(SBIRS) and the Harold E Holt C-Band Radar, based at 

Exmouth, WA. 1 RSU monitors space objects using the C-

Band Radar, the dedicated southern hemisphere radar for 

the detection, tracking and identification of man-made space objects orbiting the earth, and ensures 

maintenance of an accurate global catalogue of their position.   

 
(Acknowledgement of an article in “The Full Spectrum”, July 2019, by LACs B Costelloe, A Knapp and AC P Craig, 1 RSU  –  Ed.) 
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WHATEVER HAPPENED TO THOSE CRAZY KIWIS? 

 
A World War 2 and Territorial Air Force squadron, 2 Squadron RNZAF re-formed in 

December 1984 at Ohakea equipping with 10 ex-RAN McDonnell Douglas A-4G 

Skyhawks (8 A-4G and 2 TA-4G) aircraft. In the middle of 1988 the Squadron 

received delivery of the first Project KAHU updated Skyhawks, which essentially 

installed 90% of an F-16 combat system into an A-4 airframe. 

In February 1991 No. 2 Squadron was relocated to HMAS ALBATROSS in 

Australia with the updated KAHU Skyhawks to provide the Royal Australian 

Navy (RAN) with Air Defence Support. The squadron was equipped with two A-

4K and four TA-4K aircraft supported by 50 to 60 personnel, and provided the 

RAN with arguably the best air defence training available anywhere since World 

War 2.  

2 Squadron’s primary mission was to support the RAN and they did this magnificently, conducting 500 

kts attack runs at 50ft AMSL (a former ACAUST was heard to remark “We didn’t even fly the Pig that 

low”); stories of lookouts on the bridge-wing of warships looking down into the A-4K cockpit were not 

just urban myth, it really happened! (I have actually seen a photograph – Ed.) Today Navy has a 

jaundiced view of RAAF fast jet support, and compare it with the support that the Kiwis gave them.  

In addition, the A-4Ks also worked with the RAAF - regularly mixing it with aircraft from Air Combat 

Group whenever the Navy training scenario involved offensive strikers/strike escorts opposed by 

defending fighters. The ADGE also benefited from 2 Squadron support when, on one memorable 

occasion, the A-4Ks deployed to Williamtown to support the fast-jet phase of the Air Defence 

Controller Basic Course (this event put a few noses out of joint at ACG at the time, to the delight of the 

Air Defence Training Flight instructors – and Staff Officer Air Defence, Fleet Headquarters, who made 

it happen).  

The highlight for the Squadron was probably the successful sinking of the decommissioned HMAS 

ADROIT during a WA-based Fleet Concentration Period conducted in August 1994. This annoyed the 

RAN who had failed to sink the target ship, and gave the Ship’s Company of HMNZS WAIKATO a 

massive sense of humour failure, as they were to be the 

next unit to fire after 2 Squadron.  

On 16 Feb 2001, Squadron Leader Murray NEILSON, 

was killed when his A-4K Skyhawk (NZ6211) crashed 

during practice for the Avalon Air Show. Squadron 

Leader NEILSON and Flight Lieutenant Jason 

EASTHOPE were practicing a plugged-in ‘Buddy-

Tanking’ barrel roll when the lead aircraft flew into 

thick bush and exploded. A double tragedy was averted 

when Flight Lieutenant EASTHOPE managed to 

disengage and pull up.    

A second A-4K (NZ6256) was lost when crashed into the sea 80 miles off Perth during an exercise with the 

RAN on 20 Mar 2001. The aircraft departed from controlled flight during a steep turn and entered a flat spin at 

5000 ft. Flight Lieutenant Phil BARNES ejected, uninjured and was in a life-raft for an hour before being 

rescued by a RAAF – Contract SAR helicopter.  

The New Zealand Government (National Party) planned to re-equip the RNZAF Air Combat Force (2 

and 75 Squadrons) with F-16A/Bs - under an incredibly attractive deal with the USAF. When 

announced, the proposed plan had the RAN and Air Combat Group looking forward to some 

outstanding training. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/McDonnell_Douglas_A-4G_Skyhawk
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/McDonnell_Douglas_A-4G_Skyhawk
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Project_KAHU
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HMAS_Albatross_(air_station)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Australian_Navy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Australian_Navy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HMAS_Adroit_(P_82)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HMAS_Adroit_(P_82)
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However, in a highly controversial move RNZAF Air Combat Force was instead disbanded by the 

incoming Labour Government under new Prime Minister Helen CLARK.  No. 2 Squadron continued to 

provide valuable air defence training to the ADF until November 2001, but on 13 Dec 2001, Numbers 2, 

14 and 75 Squadrons RNZAF were disbanded. The last 2 Squadron personnel departed HMAS 

ALBATROSS at the end of January 2002.  

Thanks for the memories, 2 Squadron RNZAF – will we ever see your like again? 

 

 

 

RADAR BRANCH KEY EVENTS and COMMITTEE MEETINGS – 2020 

 
Please note that the following advice of Branch key events may still be impacted by restrictions imposed by 

Federal, State and/or Local authorities as a result of any changes in the COVID-19 situation. 

 

Branch AGM 

Due to the COVD19 restrictions, the 2020 Branch Annual General Meeting – scheduled for Friday, 

April 17th 2020, has been deferred. It was re-scheduled (again) for 14 August 2020, however recent 

COVID outbreaks in Newcastle and Port Stephens have required another postponement – to 9 October 

2020, hopefully.  

The venue will be the Stockton RSL, 29 Douglas St, Stockton. All members of all membership 

categories are actively encouraged to attend (socially distanced, of course).  

 

 

Committee Meeting Schedule 

The Committee meeting schedule through to the end of 2020 is as follows:   

October 9th 2020 – Committee Meeting & AGM 

December 11th 2020 - Committee Meeting, followed by Christmas Luncheon (venue well and 

truly tba)  

 

Unless advised otherwise, Committee Meetings will be held in the James Room at the Stockton RSL, 29 

Douglas Street, Stockton, NSW – commencing at 1100. Any member (‘Service’, ‘Full’ or ‘Multiple’) is 

welcome to attend any of the Committee Meetings, and are especially encouraged to attend the Christmas 

Thrash. 

 

 

 

2020 NSW Division AGM  

 

The NSW Division AGM was conducted on 4 June 2020, as a video conference. It is understood that no 

Radar Branch members participated. 

 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Labour_Government
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Helen_Clark
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DID YOU KNOW?                                                                                                                              

Radar / Air Defence History: June to August 

 
1 June 1918: First-ever Ship-Launched Fighter Aircraft to carry out a Successful 
Interception. North Sea – HMA Cruisers SYDNEY and MELBOURNE, each ship fitted 

with a rotatable platform launching a Sopwith ‘Camel’ fighter, launched their aircraft in 
response to a contact with three German Navy reconnaissance aircraft. MELBOURNE’s 
aircraft was unable to make contact with the enemy. However, SYDNEY’s aircraft, flown 
by FLTLT A.C. SHARWOOD, an Australian serving with the Royal Naval Air Service 
(RNAS) intercepted the enemy formation, destroying one aircraft and driving off the other 
two. 

 
3 June 1794: History’s First-Ever Anti-Aircraft Engagement. The French Republican balloon corps, the Compagnie 

d’Aerostiers – the world’s first military aviation unit, deployed the world’s first military observation balloon, 
‘L’Entrepremant’, to support French forces operating against the Austrian Army during the siege of Mauberge (near the 
Belgian Border). ‘L’Entrepremant’, was a hydrogen balloon flown by the French scientist and commander of the 
Aerostiers, Charles COUTELLE.  The Austrians considered that the use of an observation balloon was against the rules 
of war, and, in another world first, deployed a 17-pounder cannon and attempted to shoot the balloon down. This 
engagement instantly made COUTELLE into a hero to the French Army 
 
3 June 1939: Introduction of Electronic Identification. The world’s first military first electronic identification device was 

introduced when Ferranti Ltd delivered the first IFF Mk 1 equipment to the Royal Air Force, providing the first-ever ability 
to electronically identify aircraft on radar.                                                          
 
8 June 1942: Shelling of Newcastle. At about 0215, Imperial Japanese Navy Type B1 (I-15-Class) aircraft-carrying 

submarine HIJMS/m I-21 positioned approximately 5nm north-east of Stockton Beach and over a sixteen-minute period, 
fired 34 5.5-inch shell, of which 8 were star-shell illuminating rounds. 2 Fighter Sector, New Lambton, was manned-up 

during this event and correlated radar data told-in by the Army Coast Defence radar sites at Shepherd’s Hill and 
Redhead, along with reports from the Wipers Forward Observation Post.                                                                                                                             
Despite this relay of data, the Batteries were unable to verify the submarine’s actual 
position, however the 6-inch guns of Fort Scratchley engaged the submarine with 
visually-aimed fire, becoming Australia’s only Coast Defence battery to engage in 
counter-battery fire against an enemy war vessel. However, at the critical point in the 
engagement, the Examination Ship (also the Pilot Vessel) HMAS BIRUBI was 
running at full speed to re-enter Newcastle Harbour, and belching smoke that 
obscured the gunners’ view of the submarine: accordingly, no hits were registered. 

 
 
10 June 1945: Operation “OBOE SIX” – Allied Invasion of British North Borneo. 

Operation ‘OBOE SIX’ was a phase of the Allied campaign to capture the island of 
Borneo.  
111 MFCU advance echelon, along with 116 RS and 342 RS, landed at Labuan, British 
North Borneo, 6 hours after initial assault landing. 342 RS was operational the following 
day. 
 
 

 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                 
11 June 1943: 44 Wing Member Lost on Radar Countermeasures Operation                                                                                                                                                         
 
Sgt Joseph HOLOHAN, Wireless/Air Gunner, HQ 44 Wing, was posted ‘Missing’ on a Radar 
Countermeasures mission over Timor, in a B-24 of 319 Bombardment Squadron, US Army 
Air Corps.  Sgt HOLOHAN was posted ‘Presumed Dead’ on 17 January 1944.   
 
 
 

 
16 June 1944: 41 Wing Member Honoured. Sgt E.G. ARNDT, 41 Wing, was awarded the Medal of the Order of the 

British Empire (BEM) for “Efficient work in dangerous situations in South West Pacific Area”. The award was subsequent 
presented to Sgt ARNDT by H.E. the Governor of Queensland, in a ceremony at Parliament House, Brisbane, on 8 March 
1946.  
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20 June 1943: Largest Attack on RAAF Darwin since February 1942. In the 55th 

air raid on Darwin, the Japanese launched the heaviest concentration of force since 
the original raids of 19 February, 1942. A force comprising twenty-one Medium and 
nine Light Bombers, escorted by twenty-one fighters carried out heavy attacks on 
Fenton, as well as attacks on the Darwin RAAF Base, and installations at nearby 
Winellie.  
The radar network detected the enemy force at 0945 and three ‘Spitfire’ Squadrons 
of No 1 Fighter Wing were scrambled, and forty-six ‘Spitfires’ were airborne a few 
minutes later. The defenders claimed fourteen ‘Kills’ (nine bombers, five fighters), with 

a further ten Japanese aircraft assessed as “Damaged”. On this occasion, the defenders suffered the loss of only two 
aircraft, with a further aircraft damaged.   
109 RS site at Dripstone Caves (Darwin) was bombed & strafed during the attack, however no personnel were injured.                                                                                              
 
This was the most successful air battle over Darwin to date, and on this occasion, General MacARTHUR sent his 
congratulations to the Wing. This battle did much to restore confidence in the ability of the Spitfire Squadrons. 
     
 
21 June 1945: 111 MFCU Personnel Involved in Ground Battle. Labuan, British North Borneo - 60 Japanese infiltrate 
the area where 111 MFCU is sited. 30 Japanese killed by unit personnel and RAAF Airfield Defence Guards. 
   
 
23 June 1943: 44 Wing Member Lost on Radar Countermeasures Operation. Sgt John Alexander GRAHAM, 
Wireless/Air Gunner, HQ 44 Wing, was posted “Missing in Action” over Makassar (Netherlands East Indies) on a Radar 
Countermeasures mission in a B-24 of the 380th Bombardment Group, US Army Air Corps.                                                                                              
 

 
1 July 1944: 41 Wing Member Lost on Radar-Countermeasures Operation.  
 
Sgt William Alexander MacKAY, HQ 41 Wing, lost in action over New Guinea during a Radar 
Countermeasures mission in a B-17 of 63 Sqn, USAAF.                                                                                     
 
 
 
 
 
5 July 1944: RAAF Member Killed in Action on Radar Countermeasures Duties 
 

PLTOFF David McNab THOMSON, a pilot serving with 192 (Radar Countermeasures) Squadron, RAF 
(a part of 100 Group, RAF) was killed in action on this day. It is understood that PLTOFF THOMSON 
was the captain of a Handley-Page ‘Halifax III’ engaged on countermeasures tasking against the 
Luftwaffe Air Defence System. 
 
 
 

 
5 July 2007: 41 WG / 114 MCRU Establish a Control & Reporting Centre at Kandahar, 
Afghanistan. A RAAF Control & Reporting Centre (CRC), established at Kandahar 

Airfield, Afghanistan, took over the provision of management of assigned airspace in 
support of the NATO-led International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) battling the 
Taliban. Following the deployment of a small advance party from 41 Wing, the main group, 
comprising personnel from 114 MCRU and elements of Combat Support Group units 
arrived in-country in June 2007.   
Over the two years of operations in-theatre, the CRC handled 196,000 coalition 

movements in support of the International Security Assistance Force (ISAF). With a deployed strength of approx. 75 
personnel, the CRC was manned by only 35 personnel at any one time, but still directed combat aircraft in support of 
ground troops across Afghanistan, 24 hrs a day, 7 days a week. 
 
7 July 2009: RAAF Control & Reporting Centre, Kandahar Ceases Operations. After a deployment of almost years 
duration, the 41 Wing Control & Reporting Centre (CRC) at Kandahar, Afghanistan, handed over the airspace 
management task to the 451st Air Expeditionary Wing of the US Air Force.  
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18 Jul 1918: Royal Navy & Royal Air Force Conduct World’s First Carrier Strike. 

On this day the Royal Navy and the Royal Air Force conducted the world’s first-ever 
carrier air strike when seven Sopwith Camels launched from HMS FURIOUS to attack 
the Imperial German Navy Zeppelin Base at Tondern, on the River Elbe, Germany. Six 
aircraft bombed the Zeppelin sheds, destroying two airships. One pilot was lost 
 
 
 
 
 

20 July 1942: First WAAAF Personnel Posted to a RAAF Radar Unit. 18RS, Saddleback Mountain, Kiama, New South 

Wales – became the first unit to employ WAAAF operators when 8 WAAAF radar operators post in.                                                                                                
 

 
22 July History’s First Airborne Radar Intercept Kill. On the night of 22/23 July, 1940, 

a Bristol “Blenheim” Mk 1F of the RAF Fighter Interception Unit, achieved the first radar 
interception kill in history.  
The Blenheim Mk 1Fwas a modified light bomber fitted with a gun-pod containing 4 x 
.303 in machine guns in the bomb-bay. The Blenheim was barely fast enough to catch 
the early-generation German bombers, and was soon replaced by more capable 
aircraft, such as the Beaufighter. 
 

 
26 July 1942: First Air Raid on Townsville, North Queensland: Townsville -0400: 
Three Kawanishi H6K3 ‘Mavis’ flying-boats from the Rabaul-based Yokosuka Air Group 
(Imperial Japanese Naval Air Service) carried out a nuisance raid over the town; six bombs 
were dropped in the harbour, several hundred yards from the wharves. Searchlights 
detected the raiders but no attempt at interception was made. A total of 3 air raids were 
made on Townsville and one on the Cairns-area over the period 26-31 July 1942. All were 
conducted by ‘Mavis’ flying-boats of the Yokosuka Air Group. 

 
 

31 July 1917: Creation of the World’s First Integrated Air Defence System. The community and 

political reaction to the air raids on London by the German Gotha bomber force led to the consolidation 
of the anti-aircraft defences of the city. Accordingly, the LONDON AIR DEFENCE AREA was 
established under the command of Major-General E.B. ASHMORE, an artillery officer who was also a 
pilot and who had commanded a Squadron of the Royal Flying Corps in France. Under ASHMORE’s 
leadership, the integration of fighters, artillery and the warning system significantly increased the 
efficiency of the defences. A further measure to be introduced was the re-equipment of the Home 
Defence squadrons with improved aircraft such as the Sopwith Camel. These measures combined to 

cause serious losses to the Gotha force and was a key factor in the German decision to change to night bombing. 
 
 
31 July 1960: End of the Malayan Emergency. On the 31 July, 1960, the Malayan 
Government of Tunku Abdul RAHMAN declared the Malayan Emergency to be over. This 
ended the limited period of operations conducted by 114 MCRU since November 1958. 
 
 
 
 
4 August 1942: The Milne Bay Battle Commences. A Japanese formation raided Milne 

Bay (Papua) for the first time, comprising one ‘Val’ dive-bomber, and four ‘Zero (‘Zeke’) 
fighters. Since the UK Mk V COL radar of 37 Radar Station (37 RS) was not yet in full 
operation, there was practically no warning. However,  eight P-40 ‘Kittyhawk’ fighters of 
76 Squadron arrived back from a patrol and were able to attack the enemy, although not 
before the ‘Val’ and the fighters had bombed and strafed the airfield, destroying a 75 
Squadron ‘Kittyhawk’ parked on the runway. The ‘Val’ was shot down by FSGT Bob 
GRAY, 76 Squadron. After this time, however, 37 Radar Station was in operation and the 
enemy never again raided the base without warning. The Milne Bay battle continued 

through to 7 September, with 37 RS and a 4 FCU Detachment subjected throughout the battle to air, artillery and small-
arms attack, also being subjected to bombardment by naval gunfire. 
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12 August 1940: Prelude to the Battle of Britain – The Assault on the Royal Air Force Radar 
Network. The Luftwaffe carries out the first attempt to blind the RAF Radar Network, when 
concentrated attacks on four Fighter Command radar stations, as a prelude to the Battle of Britain. 
The raids were conducted by Messerschmitt BF110 ‘Zerstorer’ aircraft of Erprobungsgruppe 210, a 
specialist fighter-bomber development unit.  
Three stations were briefly taken out, but were back on the air within six hours – the radar at Ventnor 
(Isle of Wight) took longer to be restored to operational capability. The raids appeared to show that 
the British radars were difficult to destroy. 
The failure to mount follow-up attacks on the radar sites allowed the RAF to get the stations back on 
the air, and the Luftwaffe neglected to conduct strikes against the infrastructure that support the radar 
stations, such as telephone lines and power stations, which could have rendered the radars useless- 
even if the radar towers themselves (which were very difficult to destroy) remained intact.  
 
 

13 August 1940: The Battle of Britain Commences. The Battle of Britain commenced on this day, with the aim of the 

German Luftwaffe being the control of the air over Britain – a requirement for the German Navy to undertake an invasion. 
The battle instead represented Germany’s first defeat of World War 2. The pre-war Air Defence System, comprising a 
networked system of radars, control centres, fighters, anti-aircraft guns and the civil defence organisation, set up by the 
AOC-in-C RAF Fighter Command, Air Chief Marshal Sir Hugh DOWDING was validated, and served as the model for 
later Allied (including RAAF) air defence systems.. 
 
 
19 August 1943: Accidental Death of Radar Man in WA. 47 RS, Geraldton, Western Australia - AC1 Brian Joseph 

LACEY disappeared while surfing at the beach near the unit. A unit beach patrol found his body washed up on the beach 
four days later (23 Ag 15)                                                                                             
 

19 August 1958: 114 MCRU Declared Operational in Malaya - Commences Support 
of Anti-Terrorist Operations.  14 MCRU commenced limited operations at RAAF 
Butterworth, Malaya as part of the unit’s operational work-up, prior to assuming 
responsibility for the air defence of Northern Malaya. This work-up period included 
surveillance for the arrival at Butterworth of 3 Squadron’s ‘Sabre’ aircraft and surveillance 
support for Far East Air Force ‘FIREDOG’ operations against the Communist Terrorists 
(including 2 Squadron Canberra jet bombers, which had replaced the Lincolns of 1 
Squadron RAAF. 114 also participated in Air Defence exercises conducted in the region 

by the RAF Far East Air Force (FEAF). 
 
 
23 August 1944: Radar Member Fatally Injured. - LAC Alexander William IRWIN, 5 RIMU, 58 Mile, Northern Territory         
was fatally injured in a bike accident. 
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Group Captain Nick Osborne  

Chief of Staff, Surveillance & Response 
Group 

 

 
GPCAPT Nick Osborne joined the RAAF in 2002 having served 
20 years in the Royal New Zealand Air Force (RNZAF) as a 
pilot. While in the RNZAF he flew Skyhawk A4K and Macchi 339C jets and has served on exchange 
at RAAF Pearce flying Macchi 326H and PC-9/A aircraft. During his flying career, he has accumulated 
over 5500 hours with over 4500 hours in jets, and was the Commanding Officer of both of the RNZAF 
Skyhawk Squadrons 75 Squadron at based RNZAF Ohakea (North Island), and 2 Squadron based at 
the RAN Air Station, Nowra, NSW. Nick served as the Special Assistant to the Deputy Head of the UN 
Mission in Kosovo in 2000. With the disbandment of the Air Combat Force (Nick led the combined       
A-4K farewell fly-past over New Zealand), Nick and his family moved to Australia (West Island), where 
he joined the RAAF. 
 
During his time in the RAAF, GPCAPT Osborne has flown Hawks in Williamtown, and from 2008 to 
2010 he was appointed as the Commanding Officer of 76SQN. He also served in Afghanistan as the 
Commander of the Heron Remotely Piloted Aircraft detachment (Rotation 10) in Kandahar in 2012/13.  
Following a three year tour as the Executive Office of No 78 Wing, he was posted to HQ Air Command 
where was subsequently promoted to become the Director of Capability (A8). GPCAPT Osborne was 
posted the HQ SRG Chief of Staff in October 2018 
 
GPCAPT Osborne enjoys supporting the All Blacks, coaches and umpires netball, and is President of 
the ADF Netball Association. He is married to Sue, and has two daughters, Kiri and Cassandra, a 
grandson named Nikau, and a grand-daughter named Amaia. 
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C.A. (TONY) ROGERS, AIMM, JP. 

 
Treasurer Radar Branch, Life Member RAAFA. 

 
Born Randwick NSW 1938, completed secondary education at North Sydney Technical High School. 
At high school promoted Cadet Underofficer for final 
two years and completed a pre-apprenticeship 
course in electrical technology at North Sydney 
Technical College. 
 
Joined Qantas Empire Airways in 1954 and trained 
for four years as an aircraft ground engineer 
specialising in instruments and aircraft electronics, 
whilst attending North Sydney Tech College and 
Qantas Tech. Prior to leaving Qantas he was 
involved in manufacture of test equipment for the 
introduction of Boeing 707 jet aircraft and post                                                                                                                         
Link Trainer, preparation for 707 flight simulator. 
 
Enlisted in the RAAF 1959 and after recruit training at RAAF Rathmines, trained as Rad Mech on 
Number 10 Course at RAAF Ballarat. After a one year posting to 1CRU Brookvale, returned to Radio 
School Ballarat for Number 8 Rad Techs Course. Whilst on 8 Techs in 1961, assisted in the re-
location of RAAF School of Radio to RAAF Laverton.  
 
Post training at RAAF Laverton, Tony was posted to 2SD, RAAF Regents Park as resident Rad 
Tech. While on posting at 2SD a successful application for aircrew training as Signaller was 
processed. Unfortunately the offer was declined due to serious family problems. Most of the rest of 
RAAF service was at 1CRU and 2CRU.  While at 1CRU, circa 1963 under then STO, Squadron 
Leader Len Burston, Tony, Jim Ferris and Tom Wells installed a major U.S.A.F mod kit to the FPS6 
Height Finder Radar. This upgrade to a higher mark, greatly improved performance. In 1963 during 
the Indonesian Confrontation period he was one of a number of Tech Section and Ops personnel, 
airlifted at short notice by C130 to RAAF Darwin and 2CRU on "Operation Handover". The operation 
is described by military historian David Wilson in The Australian War Memorial Journal. 
 
There were some interesting attachments, including a period in 1960 with The Department of Interior 
Film Unit. At the time the Department was making a RAAF recruiting film depicting all aspects of 
general and trade training. The Director was Lochie Townsend who with a film crew, a group of 
fortunate airmen, a Dakota and aircrew travelled extensively filming at training bases. 
 
After leaving RAAF service in 1965, Tony was employed for five years as a Senior Technical Officer 
at AWV Div. of AWA.  From AWA Tony moved on to executive positions in the electronics and 
telecommunications industry, mainly dealing with Government Departments including Defence. In 
1972 a move to Melbourne in the industry was necessary and in 1975 he joined the staff at Royal 
Melbourne Institute of Technology (RMIT), where he held senior engineering and administrative 
positions for seven years. This completed an engineering career of 28 years. 
 
Tony then moved to Forster, NSW to take up management of an investment company and liquor 
outlet. While holding the liquor licence for 16 years, he was elected to the Boards of the Independent 
Liquor Group (ILG) and the Liquor Stores Association (LSA), awarded Life Membership LSA in2002. 
He also worked voluntarily for the Cape Hawke Community Hospital, including many terms as 
Chairperson Board of Advice and Member Hospital Board. He joined RAAFA in 1985 and has served 
as a Committee Member, Welfare Officer, Vice President and Treasurer of Radar Branch. He was 
awarded Life Membership RAAFA in 2017. A Member of RSL, DFWA, RUSI, US Army Small Ships 
Association, Australian Institute of Management and Justices Association (NSW).                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

 


