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Apologies for the late edition of the Bulletin which has been delayed waiting
confirmation of the details for the Annual General Meeting and the
arrangements for the inaugural Radar Branch march in Newcastle. Thank
you for your understanding

RADAR BRANCH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2016
nd

The Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Radar Branch is to be held on Friday 22 April at 11:30 pm, in
the EASTROC Theatrette on RAAF Base Williamtown. The AGM will be hosted by Group Captain Peter
Davies CSC, OC 41 Wing.
In order to facilitate entry to the Base during the current heightened security status, all non-serving Branch
members who wish to attend must advise of their intention to attend.
To do this, members must contact the President/Acting Secretary by telephone (0411 409 178) or mail (7
th
Glenridding Grove, Lakelands 2282) no later than Tuesday 19 April, so that a consolidated list of
attendees can be provided to 41 Wing. On the date of the AGM, non-serving Branch members are to
assemble at the Base Security office adjacent to the Front Gate by 11:00 am to facilitate any necessary
orientation procedures and transport to the venue.
The AGM will call for nominations for all office bearers and elect the Executive and Committee
members. Existing office bearers are welcome to stand for re-election. All positions will be declared
vacant and nominations can be made in writing to Secretary or at the meeting. Members are
encouraged and welcome to participate in the election of your committee and executive. The first
committee meeting of the Branch elected officers will follow the AGM.
Those wishing to attend and nominations for office are requested to be sent to The Secretary (details above)
or e-mail to contact@raafradar.org,au. Please Note: All Members are most welcome.
Following the AGM, OC41WG will announce the winners of the Joe Ulett Memorial and Pither Both of
these trophies are sponsored by the Radar Branch and are awarded annually to the airman or
airwoman who has made exemplary contributions in their field. The Wing Commander Grant E.S.
Stuchbury award will also be presented to a member of 44 Wing.
On completion of formalities, Radar Association members will also be taken on a tour of the Eastroc
operational facilities followed by a BBQ lunch hosted by serving members.
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ANZAC DAY 2016 *Note Change of Branch March to Newcastle*
Over the past two years, our Branch has been moving its activities to Newcastle in order to, amongst
other reasons, be closer to our serving Radar community at RAAF Williamtown. As part of the
transition for the long term longevity of the Branch, the Radar Branch will this year for the first time join
the Anzac Day march in Newcastle and will not march as a unit in Sydney for the foreseeable future.
Accordingly, all RAAF and WAAAF Veterans and serving members are invited to assemble on
Monday 25th April 2016 at Newcastle for a Dawn Service at Shortland Lawn, Nobby’s Beach at
0510am followed by the main march. The party will march with approx 50-75 uniformed personnel
from RAAF Williamtown, behind the new banner.
Please note the March start time is 0915 along the following route:
Assemble at old DJ corner in Hunter Street at 0830am for 0915 step off heading west along
Hunter Street then Turn left into Darby Street then Turn right into King Street to proceed onto Civic
Park for a commemorative service commencing at 1000am.
Please contact secretary@radar.org.au if you require a wheelchair or to ride in a vehicle during the
march.

ANZAC DAY Luncheon 2016 VENUE
At the time of publication, a suitable venue in Newcastle for the luncheon following the Anzac Day
march was still to be resolved. Members will be notified separately to the Bulletin when details are
confirmed.

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
Members would already have received a 2016 membership renewal form in the mail and in the November
15 Bulletin. Annual membership is $30 with an option to pay for five years. There are quite a few members
who have yet to renew their membership.
If you haven’t yet renewed please fill in the membership form which is included on the last page.
Also, please pass on to a colleague or friend who may wish to join.

DID YOU KNOW
The RAAF will acquire the MQ-4C Triton Unmanned Aircraft System (UAS)
The MQ-4C Triton Unmanned Aircraft System
(UAS) is a high altitude, long endurance (HALE)
aircraft that will be used for maritime patrol and other
surveillance roles.
Supporting missions up to 24 hours, the MQ-4C
Triton is equipped with a sensor suite that provides
a 360-degree view of its surroundings, for over
2,000 nautical miles.
Up to seven MQ-4C Tritons will be based at RAAF
Base Edinburgh (SA) and will operate from the
runway alongside the P-8A Poseidon when it enters RAAF service.
The MQ-4C Triton will operate alongside the P-8A to replace the ageing AP-3C Orion capability. The long
endurance of the MQ-4C Triton means it can stay airborne for longer than a traditional manned aircraft.
Like other Air Force aircraft, the Triton will be flown by a qualified RAAF pilots, experienced in complex
airspace. However the Triton will be flown a ground station where pilots are supported by a co-pilot while the
information gathered is analysed and disseminated by operational staff.
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DEFENCE WHITE PAPER 2016

The recently released Defence White
Paper 2016 relates directly to Air Force
future development as it is underpinned
by innovation, technological advances,
and modernisation.
The White Paper recognises concurrent
strategic defence interests that will lay
the foundation for the Australian
Defence Force for the next 30 years.
Defence capabilities will be required to
contribute to:
a secure, resilient
Australia,
with
secure
northern
approaches
and
sea
lines
of
communication; a secure nearer region,
encompassing maritime South East Asia and the South Pacific; and a stable Indo-Pacific region and a rulesbased global order.
The future development of Air Force will include:
•

Air Combat Group - funding for 72 Joint Strike Fighters, the acquisition of Growler, both of which
are underway; plus the right weapons for air combat, land and maritime strike into the future.

•

Air Mobility Group - delivery of ten C-27J Spartan and eight C-17A aircraft . Government will also
consider an increase in the number of KC-30A refuelling capability of up to nine aircraft.

•

Surveillance and Response Group - 15 P-8A Poseidon aircraft and seven Triton unmanned
aircraft system (UAS) The Government has also identified the requirement for a medium-altitude
UAS for overland intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance.

•

Air Warfare Centre The Air Warfare Centre will benefit from the upgrade of RAAF Base Woomera
and improved space situational awareness.

•

Air Force Training Group – support to personnel with education and training, including the
commitment to an Air Academy, School of Technical Training and the PC-21 as our basic flying
training aircraft.

•

Combat Support Group - Upgrades to bases, their infrastructure and security arrangements

Maintaining Australia’s technological edge and capability superiority over potential adversaries remains an
essential element of the White Paper which recognises the importance of long term partnership with
Defence industry with continuity to deliver and sustain capabilities as well as confront new and complex nongeographic security threats in cyberspace and space that may shape the future security environment.
In short, the Defence White Paper 2016 provides the long-term strategic direction to develop the RAAF into
a leading ‘fifth generation air force’ of the future capable of delivering joint military effects in concert with
sister services.
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