
 
Patrons 

Air Commodore D. Bowden AM (Ret’d) 
Air Vice Marshal R.B. Treloar AO (Ret’d) ) 

President Air Commodore T.C. Delahunty AM 
Senior RAAF Member Air Commodore C.J. Westwood 

Correspondence Secretary, The Radar Branch 
7 Glenridding Grove, Lakelands NSW 2282 

 

VETERANS’ HEALTH WEEK 

The Department of Veterans’ Affairs (DVA) will coordinate the fourth annual Veterans’ Health Week between 
Monday 22 and Sunday 28 October 2012 to raise awareness of and encourage participation in activities that 
promote and maintain the health and wellbeing of veterans’.  The theme of the activities is: ‘Social 
Inclusion – Participate, Connect and Influence’. 

Up-to-date information can be found at: www.dva.gov.au/vhw.htm 

One of the planned activities will be a ‘Defence Family Fun Day’ which will be held in Gosford, NSW at: 

Central Coast Grammar School, Erina Heights 

1100 am until 300 pm on Sunday 28 October 2012 

For more information, contact Howard Campbell: 024322 1505 or email: howann@comcen.com.au 

 

THE 72nd ANNIVERSARY OF THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN LUNCHEON 
 

The State President of the RAAF Association (NSW Division) in conjunction with the Royal Air Force 
Association Branch 1144 will commemorate the 72nd Anniversary of the Battle of Britain as follows: 

(I)   Commemorative Service 1100am Friday 14th September, Cenotaph Martin Place Sydney 

(II)  Luncheon and Harbour Cruise:  1215 for 1230 Friday 14th September, No 6 Wharf Circular Key  

For details of the events, please contact the RAAF Association, NSW Division Phone 02 9393 3485 

The 72nd t Anniversary of the Battle of Britain function following the commemorative service at the Cenotaph 
will be a harbour cruise with Captain Cook Cruises on board the MV SYDNEY 2000.  The dress is Jacket 
and Tie (medals may be worn).  If you haven’t been before, please consider attending to experience a 
special function with other Radar Branch members.  The cruise will depart at 1230 and guests are requested 
to be at No 6 Wharf at Circular Key at 1215 to ensure an on-time departure.  Access to embark is level and 
all facilities are on deck the Show Deck with panoramic windows.  The cruise will accommodate 180 guests 
for a three course meal including Standard Open Bar serving a choice of beers, Tyrrell’s wines, soft drinks 
and fruit juices. 

The RAAF Association extends the invitation to the function to all Radar Branch Members and partners and 
requests that the form attached to this bulletin be forwarded to the address on the form included with this 
bulletin no later than Friday 31st August 2012.  Note: Payment of $60 per head can be made by 
cheque or credit card. 

Remember to annotate membership of The Radar Branch and make cheques payable to RAAF Association 
NSW Division Inc. For details contact: 

	  	  	  	  	  RAAF	  ASSOCIATION	  (N.S.W.	  DIVISION)	  INC	  	  	  	    

THE RADAR BRANCH BULLETIN 
WINTER 2012 

Website:	  http://www.raafradar.org.au	   	   Email:	  	  contact@raafradar.org.au	  
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Bruce Weekley RFD, State Vice President, RAAF Association (NSW Division) 
PO Box A2147 
SYDNEY SOUTH NSW 1235 
bweekely@optusnet.com.au 

 

RADAR BRANCH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2012 

 

The Annual General Meeting was held at the Gallipoli Legion Club, Hamilton on Tuesday 27 March 2012.  
The Office Bearers and Committee members were elected as follows: 
President:  Terry Delahunty 
Vice-President:  Jim Stewart 
Treasurer  Tony Rogers 
Secretary:  Ray O’Donoghue 
Committee:  Stan Burge, Bobby McFerran, Alex Culvenor (Victoria), Paul Ogden 

(Honorary Auditor) 
The Branch is fortunate to retain Bob Treloar and Dave Bowden as Patrons.  We look forward to their 
continued counsel and companionship. 

We also welcome Mr William (Bill) Forsbey from East Gosford as a new member and Committee Member of 
Radar Branch. 

Members are encouraged and welcome to apply for vacant committee positions.  Please contact our 
Secretary or email to contact@raafradar.org.au if you are willing to contribute to running the Branch in any 
capacity. 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 

 

The RAAF Association (NSW) Membership List on May 2012 indicates that a number of Radar Branch 
members have yet to renew their membership for 2012.   If you have renewed your membership since May, 
thank you and no doubt you have received acknowledgement.  If by chance you have yet to renew your 
membership, please take time to consider maintaining your membership and support to the Radar Branch 
and the RAAF Association which exist to support you as well as to keep you in contact with friends and 
colleagues with whom you share a special bond and experience.   Ordinary membership is $30 or $42 with 
a Wings Magazine subscription. 

Payment can be made by Mastercard or Visa credit Card with your credit card number and expiry date to: 
raafansw@bigpond.com or by mail to RAAF Association (NSW Division) Inc, PO Box 
A2147, SYDNEY SOUTH NSW 1235 

 

Alternatively, you can transfer your renewal directly to the RAAF Association 
Westpac account:  A/c Name: RAAF Assoc, BSB 032-014 A/c Number: 188514 

PLEASE INCLUDE YOU SURNAME IN YOU BANK TRANSFER DETAILS 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT 
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ANZAC DAY MARCH AND LUNCHEON SYDNEY 
 

The Radar Branch contingent was again generously supported by serving members from RAAF 
Williamtown including the Officer Commanding 41 Wing, Group Captain Dick Pizzuto, Commanding Officer 
3 CRU, Wing Commander Rob Saxton and Wing Commander Gordon Pert representing Officer 
Commanding 44 Wing, Group Captain Foz Breckenridge.  The presence of the RAAF serving members was 
particularly welcomed and as usual their dress and bearing was impeccable and a credit to the members 
and their commands. 

Air Commander Australia, Air Vice Marshal 
Mel Hupfeld with Army and Navy senior 
officers at the Sydney Cenotaph ANZAC 
Day 2012 dawn service. 

 

The Branch luncheon was again hosted by the 
generous and gracious staff of the Emperor’s 
Choice Restaurant and was also attended by a 
large number of members from Williamtown 
who contributed greatly to what was a great 
function.  We appreciate greatly the generosity 
and support to the Radar Branch and the 
RAAF by host Eric and the staff of Emperor’s 
Choice and can not recommend the restaurant 
highly enough for their service and great 
cuisine. 

Once again, the awards were presented to the No 41 Wing winners of the Branch trophies which are 
sponsored by the Radar Branch and have been awarded annually since 1997.  The Joe Ulett Memorial 
trophy and $200 cheque is awarded annually to the airman or airwoman who has made the most positive 
contribution to operations of No 41 Wing.  The Pither Trophy was awarded to SGT Mathew Douglas of 
114 MCRU and the Joe Ulett Memorial Trophy was awarded to CPL Leigh Thornton of 3 CRU. 
 
This year was also the inaugural presentation of the G.E.S Stuchbury Award which was established in 
memory of Wing Commander Grant ‘Stuch’ Stuchbury who passed away suddenly late last year.  The 
prize of $200 is awarded annually by the Radar Branch to a No 44 Wing Officer of any category who is 
of Squadron Leader rank and below who has demonstrated outstanding professional mastery through 
their dedication and performance.  The inaugural recipient was FLTLT Nick Bird, Joint Battlefield 
Airspace Controller from No 453 Squadron, Nowra.  The Radar Branch was honoured to have the 
award presented by Mrs Teena Stuchbury who was accompanied by her son Nathan. 
 

 
 
Mrs Teena Stuchbury and FLTLT Nick B from 
453 Squadron, No 44Wing. Nick was the 
recipient of the inaugural presentation of the 
G.E.S Stuchbury Award. 
 
 
The support from Surveillance and Response 
Group, RAAF Williamtown in the Sydney march is 
greatly appreciated and a highlight of ANZAC Day 
and the luncheon for all participating members.  We 
look forward to their continued support and 
comradeship.  A special thanks to FLTLT Ben 
Sweeney and SGT Glynn Davies for their 
assistance in organizing the March and luncheon. 
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NSW DIVISION ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

The RAAF Association (NSW Division) Annual General Meeting was held in Port Macquarie, NSW on 14 
July 2012 and was attended by 10 State Councillors and 36 delegates from 19 Branches.  The Radar 
Branch was represented by Tony Rogers and Howard Campbell. 

There were changes to office bearers which included the retirement of long standing President, Gordon 
Johnstone OAM who was replaced by State Secretary, Mr Brian Morelli.  In his report as State Secretary, 
Brian noted the progress in the NSW Division with a planned replacement of the computer system to 
enhance membership administration support to Branches.  He also highlighted the appointment of Richard 
Kelloway, President of Coff’s Harbour and District Branch, as a Division Vice President and as Chairman of 
the TIP Consultative Group which will be responsible for training welfare officers.  Of note, he believed that 
the future role of the RAAF Association and the Division would be to promote Benefits and Advocacy for 
veterans which could become increasingly relevant as future members who have served in Iraq and 
Afghanistan seek advice. 

We would like to acknowledge and thank the NSW Division for awarding Certificates of Appreciation to the 
following Radar Branch members in recognition of their long service to the RAAF Association and the 
Branch:  Stan Burge; Cec Blumenthal; Mal Le Bas; Paul Ogden; Bette O’Donnell; and Shirley Brettle. 

On behalf of all Branch members I extend our congratulations and thanks for your contributions and 
continued friendship. 

DID YOU KNOW 
 
1 Aug 33 - Wireless Reserve became part of RAAF 

 
 
On this day, the Wireless Reserve, a civilian body of amateur 
radio operators who had been cooperating with the RAAF 
since 1929, was formally constituted as the Wireless Section 
of the RAAF Reserve.  Previously the organisation had been 
controlled by the Wireless Institute of Australia, and managed 
by a member of the Institute, Mr Robert Cunningham, with 
assistance from the signals staff at RAAF Headquarters. 
Under the new arrangement, Cunningham became the 
Commanding Officer of the RAAF Reserve Wireless Section, 

with the rank of Pilot Officer in the General Duties branch of the Citizen Air Force. The Section’s membership 
was open to owners of licensed wireless transmitting stations who were prepared to carry out prescribed 
training and make their services and equipment available to assist the RAAF in meeting communications 
commitments.  In 1935, the Wireless Reserve, with 100 members, was granted an official badge and gained 
a second commissioned officer. 
 
Australian Airborne Radar in WWII – many whales sunk!! 
 

Early in 1941, the Post Master General Research Laboratories in Australia began to design the first 
Australian airborne radar equipment known as Air to Surface Vessel (ASV).  ASV Mark II was fitted to RAAF 
Hudson, Beaufort, Catalina, Ventura, Mariner and USAAF Liberator aircraft.  The ASV was used with great 
success on shipping strikes, mine laying, and in convoy protection from enemy submarines. 

Impressive results with ASV were obtained during the war as new and improved equipment was produced 
and trained aircrew operators gained expertise in using radar; especially, during night and in low visibility 
weather.  It became commonplace for aircraft with ASV to detect small surface objects including petrol 
drums, floating debris, flocks of birds and even whales. 

Indeed, according to an article in a WWII Wings edition (Vol 6 No 3), at one stage of the war so many 
whales had been killed by depth charge during bad visibility in mistake for submarines that an official 
complaint was received by the RAAF from the Fisheries Department.  Believe it or not!! 
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2012 – AN IMPORTANT ANNIVERSARY FOR RAAF RADAR 

The original Australian built Air Warning (AW) radar in 1941 was based upon English radar design.  The first 
deployment of Australian equipment took place in February 1942 with the transport of radar to Darwin.  
SQNLDR Hannam and LFLT Glassop commenced construction at Dripstone Caves, the site selected for the 
installation.  Whilst the station was not ready for the first enemy attack on 19 February, it was operational in 
time to give warning of many subsequent raids.  In April, a second radar was flown to Darwin at Point 
Charles and became operational on 22 April 2012. 

Many problems were encountered in the early Darwin installations and construction went on under constant 
enemy aerial reconnaissance and attack.  The two RAAF radars enabled RAAF and USAAF 49th Pursuit 
Group fighters to be ‘upstairs’ waiting for the enemy bombers who invariably were at altitudes of 25 000 feet.  
As the RAAF and USAAF Kittyhawk fighters took some 35 minutes to reach 25 000 feet, it was imperative 
for the radar stations to gain early detection to give the fighters a chance of making a successful intercept.  In 
fact, direction from the 31 Radar Station at Dripstone enabled WGCDR Dick Creswell of No 77 SQN RAAF 
to shoot down the only enemy bomber destroyed by a fighter at night over Australia. 

In 1942, the AW radar was continually developed and large numbers were manufactured in Sydney.  As 
more AW radars became available, stations were erected at locations away from Darwin including on 
remote islands such as Bathurst Island.  Typical of the difficulties radar personnel encountered both in 
Darwin and later New Guinea was the erection of the station at Port Keats south of Darwin.  After building a 
road through mangrove swamps, they had to haul and manhandle all of their equipment up the steep slopes 
of Mount Goodwin with no more assistance than block and tackle. 

As the demand for radar in multiple locations increased, it became apparent that an alternative to the bulky 
AW equipment was essential.  In response, light weight equipment was designed and constructed by Mr 
Worledge of NSW Government Railways.  In its air transportable form of Light Weight Air Warning (LW/AW) 
a station was transportable in one C47 Dakota and LW/AW radars were deployed in the most forward 
positions and often under the very nose of the enemy. 

The first of the Australian built LW/AW radars was flown into New Guinea in October 1942 and taken by 
canoe and manhandled through surf to Tufi on the East Coast of Papua.  In November 1942, FLTLT Griffiths 
and 50 men were flown by Dakota aircraft to Dobodura, south west of Buna.  The 5 tons of equipment for 
the radar station was carried by the men themselves from the village to the installation site and within 24 
hours detected a large enemy raid approaching Buna and successfully scrambled allied fighters to intercept 
the raid. 

After the Buna Campaign was won, a chain of radar stations was established in the Milne Bay to Trobiand 
Islands area which played an important part in the protection of allied bases from enemy air attack.  So 
successful was the 1942 Australian designed LW/AW transportable radar that it soon became the only type 
of air warning radar used by allies in forward areas.  Large numbers were made for the US forces and were 
also sent to India for use by the British in the Burma campaign.  By the end of 1944 a network of ground 
stations had also spread along the coasts of Australia and at strategic locations on islands to the north. 

1942 was noteworthy in that the first application of radar in an offensive role in the war was made by the 
RAAF with Australian designed LW/AW radar to cover the Buna campaign.  The offensive role of deploying 
radar forward ahead of an assault or immediately following the first assault troops became a tactic which 
was subsequently used during the battles for Wau, Salamau, Finscafen and later in Borneo. 

A notable action by RAAF Radar in August 1943 occurred when SQNLDR Israel organized the movement of 
his station from Buna to the Markham Valley to cover the move of the Australian 7th Division on Lae.  
SQNLDR Israel was mentioned in dispatches and also received a Commendation for Meritorious Service 
from the Commanding General of the US 5th Air Force.  Major General Wurtsmith wrote:  “The move was 
accomplished, including an overnight staging at an intermediate point, in three days and three hours from 
the time the station was alerted at its old location to the time it became operative at the new site nearly 200 
miles distant.  This is considered to be a record for radar station movement”. 

The achievement of the RAAF in developing and operating its own radars in 1942 is probably best 
summarized by a war correspondent at the end of the war in the 1946 when he wrote: 

When the full story is told of how the tide of battle was turned in the Pacific, from the widest 
possible Allied view, one of the brightest and most inspiring chapters will be that on RAAF Radar”  



72nd ANNIVERSARY BATTLE OF BRITAIN LUNCHEON RSVP & PAYMENT ADVICE 

Please return by Friday 31 AUGUST 2012 to 
Bruce L Weekley RFD 
Vice President 
RAAF Association (NSW Division) 
PO Box A2147 
SYDNEY SOUTH NSW 1235 

bweekely@optusnet.com.au 
 

 
MEMBER’S NAME…………………………………………………………………………………………………(PLEASE PRINT) 
 
 
BRANCH……………………………Radar Branch NSW Division…………Telephone No……………………………… 
 
ADDRESS (for return of tickets)……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
I will be attending the 72nd Anniversary of the Battle of Britain Luncheon on board MV Sydney 
2000 on Thursday 15 September 2011 
 
 
I will be accompanied by…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
And if possible would like to be seated with………Radar Branch NSW Division………….. 
 
 
 
METHOD OF PAYMENT FOR LUNCH 
Cheque 
I enclose a cheque (made payable to RAAF Association NSW Division) 
for $...........  for……….. persons at $60 per head (GST Included) 
 
Credit Card 
I approve the RAAF Association (NSW Division) to charge my 

VISA / MASTER CARD  (Please circle) 

$........... being payment for ……….persons at $60 per head (GST Included) 

NAME ON CREDIT CARD: ……………………………………………………………………. (please print) 

CREDIT CARD NO:……………………………………………………………………………….. 

SIGNATURE:…………………………………………………………………………………………. 

EXPIRY DATE:   ……………………..MONTH.   ……………………..YEAR 

 

PLEASE RETURN BY FRIDAY, 31 AUGUST 2012 

 


