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CHRISTMAS FUNCTIONS
Join us at the
All members, family and friends are invited to celebrate together at the fine facilities of the Tattersall’s
City Club in Sydney. Order and payment of drinks and lunch will be an individual choice.
We will meet in the ‘Lower Bar’ on the ground floor, one of Sydney’s Art Deco treasures,
and move upstairs to the 2nd floor Café 2 Bistro for lunch. The bistro serves fresh snacks
and light meals at reasonable prices.

TATTERSALLS CLUB IS CENTRALLY LOCATED IN THE HEART OF SYDNEY
WITH EXCELLENT
ACCESS BY PUBLIC TRANSPORT

City Tattersalls Club, 194 – 204 Pitt Street, Sydney
Day - Date - Time :

Friday 30th – November 12 – 1100am for 12 noon lunch

Venue:

Meet: “The Lower Bar”, Ground Floor
Lunch: “Café 2 Bistro’, 2nd Floor
Dress: - Smart Casual

Cost:

Individual Payment

Travel – City Tattersalls Club is conveniently located in Sydney Central CBD. It is a short walk from Town Hall Rail
Station and is close to the corner of Pitt and Market Streets, on the eastern side of Pitt Street. It is also adjacent to the
Monorail Station and is easily accessed by bus from Circular Quay.
Car Parking – The most convenient car parking is almost opposite at the Hilton or Piccadilly in Pitt Street.
(If possible, we would appreciate if members would inform the Branch if they are attending to give Tattersalls an
indication of our numbers)
Please contact our Secretary (details above) or email contact@raafradar.org,au
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IMPORTANT NOTICE TO MEMBERS
70th ANNIVERSARY OF RAAF RADAR WINGS – 08 Feb 2013
Number 41, 42 & 44 Wings will celebrate the 70th Anniversary of their formation on 08 February
2013 through a combined Wing Parade and Open Day to be held at RAAF Base Williamtown.
Parade will commence at 0900 with an Open Day featuring static displays from all three Wings
commencing from 1100 through to 1400.
An invitation to attend both the combined Wing Parade and Open Day is extended to all current
and ex-serving members and their families, who have at some time been part of Number 41, 42 or
44 Wings or operated, maintained and supported RAAF Radar.
Expressions of Interest from those wishing to attend are to be passed to WOFF Robert McFerran
on (02) 403 49156 or email robert.mcferran@defence.gov.au by 18 Jan 13.

HISTORY ON THIS DAY
5 December 1941

Caldwell claimed five ‘kills’ on one sortie
On this day, Flight Lieutenant Clive Caldwell was leading a formation of
Tomahawks from No 250 Squadron, RAF, with No 112 Squadron, RAF,
flying as top cover, when they encountered about 60 enemy aircraft––
both bombers and fighters––over the Western Desert south of Tobruk,
Libya. Leaving 112 Squadron to deal with the fighters, Caldwell led 250
Squadron against the Ju-87 Stukas and during this one engagement
accounted for five of the enemy. Although he had only received his wings
under the Empire Air Training Scheme a year before, Caldwell was
already an ‘ace’ and was about to be awarded the Distinguished Flying
Cross (DFC) for an exploit back in August. His success in this action
earned him a Bar to the DFC also. After returning to Australia in
September 1942, he reached the highest tally of combat victories of any
Australian pilot in World War II (28½).
Caldwell soon after his ace-in-a-day effort

After the war, Caldwell was involved as a purchasing agent obtaining
surplus aircraft and other military equipment from the U.S. Foreign
Liquidation Commission in the Philippines. After the successful
conclusion of this venture, Caldwell joined a cloth import/export company
in Sydney and shortly after became its managing director. He became a
partner in 1953 and later served as chairman of the board. The firm, Clive
Caldwell (Sales) Pty Ltd, achieved considerable success under
Caldwell's direction. Although in later life Caldwell "spoke modestly" about his wartime service, upon his death in
Sydney on 5 August 1994 Australians "mourned the passing of a true national hero

5 May 2003

Jindalee radar became fully operational

A month after Defence Minister Robert Hill officially opened the Jindalee Operational Radar Network (JORN) on 5 April
2003, the system was granted ‘final acceptance’ on this day––meaning unrestricted operation by the Air Force. Using
radars near Longreach, Queensland, and Laverton, Western Australia, along with the original Jindalee facility north of
Alice Springs, Northern Territory, and together with the JORN Coordination Centre located at RAAF Base Edinburgh in
South Australia, the complex system provides 24-hour all-weather coverage of the northern and north-western air and
surface approaches to the continent. Unlike conventional radars, JORN reaches out to 2000 kilometres from the
Australian coastline, and its ability to detect vessels and low-flying aircraft makes it ideal for preventing illegal entry,
smuggling and unlicensed fishing. It also contributes to protecting offshore oil and gas assets, search and rescue needs,
and providing early weather warnings.
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VISIT TO THE BOMBER COMMAND MEMORIAL
On 19th October this year I was in London for work and took
the opportunity to visit the Bomber Command memorial to the
55,573 airmen who died during World War II which was
unveiled by the Queen in Green Park London on 28 June
2012. Sadly, 55,573 young men died flying with Bomber
Command during World War Two. To put it in perspective,
that’s about the same number that serve in the entire
Australian Defence Force today. Most who flew were very
young, the great majority still in their late teens. Crews came
from across the globe - from the UK, Canada, Australia, New
Zealand and all corners of the Commonwealth, as well as
from occupied nations including Poland, France and
Czechoslovakia.
It is a wonderful memorial and I recommend you visit it if you
are in London. Whilst the memorial itself is impressive, the
most moving aspect of it is the hundreds of notes and
photographs from relatives of airmen lost during World War II.
The notes are a reminder that there are still those who are
grieving a loss and the true cost of the sacrifice made by so
many is still vivid today.
The memorial also brings home to Australians the deeds of
RAAF 460 Squadron which flew from RAF Binbrook,
Lincolnshire. The squadron flew the most sorties of any
Australian bomber squadron and dropped more bomb
tonnage than any squadron in the whole of Bomber
Command — 24,856 tons. In doing that it lost 181 aircraft. And it lost more than aircraft: In a speech in 2003, the Chief of
the RAAF, Air Marshal Angus Houston, pointed out that, with an aircrew establishment of about 200 and 1,018 combat
deaths (589 of whom were Australian), 460 Squadron was effectively wiped out five times over during its existence. RAF
Bomber Command represented only two percent of the RAAF personnel in WW2, but accounted for 23% of the RAAF
personnel killed in action. Bomber Command may not have won the Second World War independently - but the war
could not have been won without their efforts. The RAF’s attacks forced Germany to divert invaluable men, guns,
aircraft and equipment to defend its airspace, effectively opening a second front long before D-Day.
The young men of Bomber Command faced dangers that today we can barely imagine. Their sacrifice and extraordinary
courage should never be forgotten and the Bomber Command Memorial will be a lasting symbol for future generations.

AVALON AIRSHOW 2013

Just a reminder that the 2013 Australian International Airshow will be once again held at Avalon Airport in Geelong,
Victoria iin 2013. The airshow is held in two parts with a trade exhibition from 26 February to 1 March 13 and the
airshow open to the public from 1 to 3 March 2013. The theme for the 2013 airshow will be to celebrate the ‘Power of
Flight’ and will include vintage, commercial and military aircraft. The Avalon Airshow has grown form humble beginnings
from a country airshow at Schofields in outer Western Sydney in 1976, to what is now a biennial event with an enviable
reputation on the world airshow calendar. It is a must for all aviation enthusiasts!!

l Page 4

The Radar Air Defence Branch

November 11, 2012

‘CHRISTMAS ON HARRIS’
The annual RAAF Association Headquarters ‘FREE’ Christmas Function will not be held in 2012 due to a conflict with
the venue. Hopefully next year it will be on again.

ARRIVAL of Australia’s sixth C-17A is imminent.
Courtesy of RAAF News
Chief of Air Force AIRMSHL Geoff Brown accepted the sixth aircraft, A41-211, at a ceremony at Longbeach in the US
on November 1.
The purchase follows a government announcement on May 19 this year to acquire a sixth Globemaster through the
United States Foreign Military Sales program at a total acquisition cost of about $280 million.
In accepting the aircraft, CAF said that the acquisition was the result of the efforts of many individuals, which resulted in
the C-17 fleet being introduced in rapid time since the decision to acquire the capability was made in 2006.
“I think it is appropriate to acknowledge the cooperation of the US Government and to thank the team that worked
toward this mile- stone,” AIRMSHL Brown said.
“Without this assistance it would have been a much longer wait to acquire this valuable capability to complete our fleet.”
He thanked a number of individuals who had worked hard to manage the acquisition process but also acknowledged the
hard work of the people on the line who actually build the aircraft. “You are all part of our team and you should take a
great deal of pride in what you pro- duce,” he said.
“The C-17 is a capability which has improved Australia’s reach locally, regionally and globally. Individually the aircraft is
impressive but as a fleet it has fundamentally enhanced our strategic airlift agility to meet the ADF and Government of
Australia requirements.
“It is an integral part of ADF air mobility and the fleet of six will ensure continued and sustained operational capability.”
Defence Materiel Minister Jason Clare said the additional aircraft would significantly enhance Australia’s strategic heavy
airlift capability, enabling the ADF to rapidly deploy its current and future operational vehicles, helicopters and heavy
equipment.
“With its proven ability to lift very large and heavy cargoes over long distances, Australia’s C-17 fleet will continue to provide a significant contribution to the ADF’s ability to reach and respond to events within Australia or overseas,” Mr Clare
said.
He said there would be no special ferry flight for the sixth C-17A as it would be put to work immediately. “The RAAF will
put the air-craft straight to work with the crew from 36SQN, completing a programmed task to deliver a standard load as
part of the flight home to Australia,”

Hope to see you at CITY TATTERSALLS CLUB 30 Nov 2012

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

