
 
Patrons 

Air Commodore D. Bowden AM (Ret’d) 
Air Vice Marshal R.B. Treloar AO (Ret’d) ) 

President Squadron Leader Ray O’Donoghue (Ret’d) 
Senior RAAF Member Air Commodore C.J. Westwood 

Correspondence Secretary, The Radar Branch 
57 Bay View Avenue EAST GOSFORD NSW 2250 

Email: secretary@raafradar.org.au 

 

CHRISTMAS FUNCTIONS 

CITY TATTERSALLS CLUB SYDNEY 22 Nov 2013  

All members, family and friends are invited to celebrate together at the fine facilities of the Tattersall’s 
City Club in Sydney. Order and payment of drinks and lunch will be an individual 
choice. 

We will meet in the ‘Lower Bar’ on the ground floor, one of Sydney’s Art Deco 
treasures, and move upstairs to the 2nd floor Café 2 Bistro for lunch. The bistro 
serves fresh snacks and light meals at reasonable prices. 

 
TATTERSALLS CLUB IS CENTRALLY LOCATED IN THE HEART OF SYDNEY WITH 

EXCELLENT ACCESS BY PUBLIC TRANSPORT 
 

City Tattersalls Club, 194 – 204 Pitt Street, Sydney 
 
Day - Date - Time : Friday 22nd November 13 – 1100am for 12 noon lunch 

Venue:   Meet:  “The Lower Bar”, Ground Floor 

Lunch:  “Café 2 Bistro’, 2nd Floor 

Dress: - Smart Casual 

Cost:     Individual Payment  

 

Travel – City Tattersalls Club is conveniently located in Sydney Central CBD.  It is a short walk from Town Hall Rail 
Station and is close to the corner of Pitt and Market Streets, on the eastern side of Pitt Street.  It is also adjacent to the 
Monorail Station and is easily accessed by bus from Circular Quay. 
 
Car Parking – The most convenient car parking is almost opposite at the Hilton or Piccadilly in Pitt Street.  
 

(If possible, we would appreciate if members would inform the Branch if they are attending to give  Tattersalls an 
indication of our numbers) 

Please contact our Secretary (details above) or email contact@raafradar.org,au 
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RAAF ASSOCIATION MEMORIAL SERVICE – Sunday 10th November 2013 

This service honours members of the RAAF and WAAAF. 

All Saints’ Air Force Memorial Church 

11 Moore Avenue, West Lindfield 

Service Commences 1000 am 

REMEMBRANCE DAY – Monday 11th November 2013 

11:00 am Silence - Local media will provide details of services in their locality 

Sydney Commemoration Service: 10:15am at The Cenotaph Martin Place Sydney 

10:30 am service, at the Kokoda Track Memorial, Concord Memorial hospital, Concord West Sydney 

‘CHRISTMAS ON HARRIS’– Cancelled for 2013 

The annual RAAF Association Headquarters ‘FREE’ Christmas Function at the Ultimo Community Centre will not be 
held this year due to limitations on the use of the venue.  Unfortunately an alternative venue could not be identified. 

For further information contact The Secretary, RAAF Association (NSW Division), PO Box A2147 Sydney South NSW 
1235 or directly on 02 9393 3485  

 

FIRST RAAF F35 JOINT STRIKE FIGHTER IN PRODUCTION 

 

On 11 October 2013, the first 
F35 Joint Strike Fighter 
destined for the RAAF 
entered the production line at 
the Lockheed-Martin 
assembly plant in Fort Worth, 
Texas.  Designated AU-1, 
the first RAAF F35 Lightning 
II is planned to come off the 
assembly line in mid 
2014and closely followed by 
a second aircraft AU-2.  Both 
aircraft will remain in the USA 
for testing and training 
purposes. 

The F35 will have three 
variants: the F35A 
Conventional Take-off and 
Land (CTOL), the F35B 

Short Take-off and Vertical Landing (STOVL), and the F35C Carrier-based variant (CV).  The RAAF is aiming to acquire 
100 of the CTOL F35A variant.  It is a single seat super sonic (Mach 1.6) fighter and at a length of 51 feet and wingspan 
35 feet, is by no means a small aircraft.  It will eventually replace the current F/A18 and Super Hornet in RAAF service 
today. 

In 2009, Government committed to acquiring the first 14 aircraft and associated support at a cost of around $3 Billion.  
The cost may seem high but the JSF will provide Australia with the capabilities of a 5th generation multi-role fighter with 
advanced stealth and agility combined with advanced weapons and self protection within a sophisticated networked 
sensor information system that will connect with other sensors including air and ground radar and surveillance systems 
to relay information and provide an all-round situational awareness of the battle space. 

The JSF F35A Lightning II will indeed shape and be the centerpiece of Australia’s airpower of the future. 
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EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST 

Some sayings stand the test of time: 

“He looks as lonely as a Lance Corporal’s stripe“ 

“If you have enemies it means you’ve stood up for something some time in your life”  

“The greatest deception you can suffer is from your own opinion” 
“After all is said and done, more is said than done” 

“All the revision in the world will not save a bad first draft” 

“Age wrinkles the body, quitting wrinkles the soul” 
and from the inimitable Winston Churchill  “never, never, never give up!” 

ANNIVERSARY OF 3 CONTROL & REPORTING UNIT FORMATION 

 

On the 1st of November 1967, No 3 Control and Reporting Unit (3CRU) was established in readiness to 
man a new radar facility under construction at Duckhole Hill, some 5 km northwest of the main complex 
of RAAF Base Williamtown.  The Unit was subsequently equipped with the first of two HUBCAP 
mobile automated air defence systems purchased for the RAAF.  The system consisted of an AN/TPS-
27 radar housed in an air inflated balloon-type radome, and data processing, display and 
communications equipment housed in 9 transportable cabins. 

In 46 years the RAAF radar and surveillance systems have advanced significantly and 3CRU now 
operates the Vigilare Command and Control System with the modern Tactical Air Defence Radar from 
the Northern Regional Operations Centre (NROC) at RAAF Base Williamtown.  The Vigilare capability 
represents a highly networked command and control capability for the RAAF, combining surveillance, 
airspace battle management and provision of the Recognised Air Picture (RAP) to higher Defence 
headquarters. 

Best wishes to the CO, WGCDR Rob Saxton and members of 3CRU. 

Hope to see you at the Xmas lunch at Tattersalls on 22 November 2013! 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 

 

 


