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President Squadron Leader Ray O’Donoghue (Ret’d) 
Senior RAAF Member Air Commodore C.J. Westwood 

Correspondence Secretary, The Radar Branch 
57 Bay View Avenue EAST GOSFORD NSW 2250 

Email: secretary@raafradar.org.au 

 

CHRISTMAS FUNCTIONS 

CITY TATTERSALLS CLUB SYDNEY 28 Nov 2014  

All members, family and friends are invited to celebrate together at the fine facilities of 
the Tattersall’s City Club in Sydney. Order and payment of drinks and lunch will be an 
individual choice. 

We will meet in the ‘Lower Bar’ on the ground floor, one of Sydney’s Art Deco treasures, 
and move upstairs to the 2nd floor Café 2 Bistro for lunch. The bistro serves fresh 
snacks and light meals at reasonable prices. 

 
TATTERSALLS CLUB IS CENTRALLY LOCATED IN THE HEART OF SYDNEY WITH 

EXCELLENT ACCESS BY PUBLIC TRANSPORT 
 

City Tattersalls Club, 194 – 204 Pitt Street, Sydney 
 
Day - Date - Time : Friday 28th November 14 – 1100am for 12 noon lunch 

Venue:   Meet:  “The Lower Bar”, Ground Floor 

Lunch:  “Café 2 Bistro’, 2nd Floor 

Dress: - Smart Casual 

Cost:     Individual Payment  

Travel – City Tattersalls Club is conveniently located in Sydney Central CBD.  It is a short walk from Town Hall Rail 
Station and is close to the corner of Pitt and Market Streets, on the eastern side of Pitt Street.  It is also adjacent to the 
Monorail Station and is easily accessed by bus from Circular Quay. 
 
Car Parking – The most convenient car parking is almost opposite at the Hilton or Piccadilly in Pitt Street.  
 

(If possible, we would appreciate if members would inform the Branch if they are attending to give  Tattersalls an 
indication of our numbers) 

Please contact our Secretary (details above) or email secretary@raafradar.org.au 
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RADAR BRANCH PENSION OFFICER 

The Branch Secretary, William Forsbey, is now a qualified Pension Officer Level 2.  If you wish to seek advice or 
information he can be contacted by the following: 

Secretary 
RAAF Association NSW Radar Branch 

57 Bay View Avenue 
EAST GOSFORD NSW 2250 

 
Telephone: (02) 4321 0830 

Mobile0411 266 932 
E-mail:	  secretary@raafradar.org.au 

 

AUSTRALIA’S FIRST F-35A TAKES TO THE SKIES 

Australia’s first F-35A Lightning II Joint Strike 
Fighter, known as AU-1, has made its 
inaugural flight, marking another significant 
milestone for the Australian F-35 program, 
Minister for Defence Senator David Johnston 
announced on 1 October 2014. 

The milestone follows the official rollout of the 
Australia’s first two F-35 Lightning II aircraft 
on 24 July 2014 in Fort Worth, Texas. 
Senator Johnston said the first flight event 
was an important step towards acceptance of 
the aircraft. 

“Australia’s first aircraft AU-1 and AU-2 will 
undergo further flight testing in the lead up to 

acceptance and ferry to Luke Air Force Base in 2015,” Senator Johnston said.  “The fifth generation JSF is the most 
advanced fighter in production anywhere in the world and will replace our fleet of Classic Hornets, which by 2020 will be 
over 35 years old.” 

The first F-35 aircraft will enter service in Australia in 2018 with the first operational squadron established by 2020. 
Senator Johnston said that as a result of the Howard Government’s decision to join during the development phase, 
Australian defence industry has been awarded over $355 million in work and stands to win well in excess of $1.5 billion 
in JSF-related production and support work over the life of the program. 

“In fact, Australian participation in the JSF program has resulted in an Australian part in almost every JSF produced,” 
Senator Johnston said. 

The first RAAF pilots to be trained to fly the upcoming F-35A Lightning II were also announced this year. Based at RAAF 
Base Williamtown in New South Wales, Squadron Leaders Andrew Jackson and David Bell have been selected for their 
operational flying skills, leadership and extensive experience. Both pilots are among the very best in their field. Squadron 
Leader Bell is a qualified Test Pilot and brings to the table years of experience on F/A-18s. 

Following initial acceptance, the first aircraft will undertake flight test and airworthiness program leading to acceptance 
and ferry of aircraft to Luke Air Force Base (AFB), Arizona in 2015 to support the commencement of Australian pilot 
training. The first F-35A aircraft will enter service in Australia in 2018 with the first operational squadron established by 
2020. The F-35As will replace the RAAF's current fleet of ageing F/A-18A/B Hornets. 

Go to the following YouTube link to view the historic flight of the first RAAF F-35A Lightning II Joint Strike Fighter: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XhvimajtBBQ 
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DEPARTMENT OF VETERAN AFFAIRS - ‘AT EASE’ PORTAL 

It’s not unusual to experience sadness, distress or anger after 
deployment. The DVA ‘At Ease’ portal has been developed to help 
veterans, ADF personnel, and family members identify the symptoms of 
not coping.  If someone has a need to reach out, seek treatment or 
identify effective ways to move forward, ‘At Ease’ can provide tips, 
treatment options & resources. ‘At Ease’ also has clinical resources for 
health professionals who may be treating members of the Veteran & 
Defence community. 

For more information, please visit the following link: 

�	  http://at-ease.dva.gov.au/ 

RAAF ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT APPOINTED HEAD OF CASA 

The, AVM Mark Skidmore AM (Retd) will resign his position as President of the RAAF Association NSW to take up the 
appointment of the new Director of Aviation Safety at the Civil Aviation Safety Authority for a five year term.  

Mark Skidmore has more than 30 years experience in both civilian and military aviation and brings a wealth of aviation 
experience to the position of Director of Aviation Safety. Mark has worked in civilian aviation as a test pilot, business 
development manager and company director. He has led large teams of operational, technical and administrative staff, 
providing leadership for operational, training and support functions.  We wish him well in his new appointment. 

DID YOU KNOW 
29 November 1942  First VC awarded to a RAAF member  
On this day, Flight Sergeant Rawdon (‘Ron’) Middleton captained a Stirling bomber of the RAF’s No 149 Squadron 
during a mission which earned him the Victoria Cross (VC). Taking off from Lakenheath, England, his crew was sent 
against the Fiat works at Turin, Italy. After a dangerous night crossing of the Alps, Middleton’s aircraft was attacking 
through heavy flak when a shell burst in the cockpit wounding both pilots. Although shockingly injured, he finished 
bombing the target before setting course for England. Five crewmen baled out as the coast was crossed, and two more 
as the aircraft headed back out to sea (both drowned), leaving Middleton alone at the controls when the Stirling crashed 
in the sea. His remains washed up on a Dover beach and were buried in February 1943. The previous month he had 
been posthumously awarded the VC––the first award to a serving member of the RAAF. His commission as Pilot Officer 
was backdated to 15 November 1942.  

27 November 1926 Pioneering night flight attempted 
On a moonless night on this day, Squadron Leader Allan Hepburn (pilot) and Squadron Leader Henry Wrigley 
(navigator) took off from the base at Richmond, New South Wales, at 8.20pm in a dual equipped D.H.9 and headed for 
Melbourne on the first long-distance RAAF night flight. Air Force training in Australia at that time did not include any 
courses in night or instrument flying. The flight was an experiment to check the suitability of the Sydney-Melbourne route 
for night use, employing the normal lighting of country towns as a navigational guide. Having completed 555 kilometres, 
the crew had to make a forced landing at Violet Town, Victoria, at 2.10am on 28 November, after a blockage in the 
aircraft’s fuel system caused a petrol pipe to break. After repairing the problem, the flight was resumed and the 
remaining distance of 170 kilometres completed that afternoon. 

1 March 1914 First flight of the Boxkite in Australia 
A Boxkite was flown in Australia for the first time on the morning 
of 1 March 1914, when Lieutenant Eric Harrison, an aviation 
instructor with the Central Flying School, took one into the air at 
Point Cook, Victoria. The Boxkite was developed in Britain in 
1910 by the ‘British & Colonial Aeroplane Company’. It first flew 
on the 29 July of that year. It was ‘state of the art’ in its time and 
also one of the most successful trainers of the era. Point Cook 
was the new home of the fledgling Australian Flying Corps, 
which at that stage was a part of Army. The Corps operated two 
Boxkites, and the type is synonymous with the birth of military 
aviation in Australia. 
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PRIME MINISTER GOUGH WHITLAM’S AIR FORCE SERVICE 

Courtesy Air Force News  

Born two years after the first military flight in Australia, Gough Whitlam was one of the 185 000 members who served in 
the RAAF in World War II.  He later became one of Australia’s most notable prime ministers and was widely mourned 
when he died on 21 October 2014 aged 98 years. 

Whitlam joined as an aircrew trainee on 20 June 1942 at which time he was a university graduate working as a judge’s 
assistant and was already married.  He was sent to No 2 Initial Training School at Lindfield in Sydney and completed 13 
months training on aircrew subjects before being selected to attend the No 1 Air Observers School at Cootamundra 
followed by bombing and gunnery at Sale before qualifying as a Navigator on No 1 Air Navigation School at Parkes 
NSW and operational conversion at No 1 Operational Training Unit at Nihill in Victoria. Whitlam was commissioned as a 
Pilot Officer and subsequently posted to 13 Squadron on Lockheed Ventura aircraft in July 1943.  Initially based at 
Canberra he was promoted to Flying Officer and attached to A Flight at Coffs Harbour to conduct anti-submarine patrols 
and convoy escort on the east coast of Australia where both Japanese and German submarines preyed on shipping 
with laying mines and torpedo attacks.  In 1944, 13 SQN relocated to Northern Australia to strike enemy targets.  Based 
out of Gove in the Northern Territory, 13SQN conducted direct action against Japanese forces to Australia’s north.  
Whitlam’s first operation was a raid on a supply dump on the island of Dobo in Indonesia.  The combat report indicates 
the target was successfully bombed from 50 feet and met light anti-aircraft fire. From August 1944 to February 1945, 
Whitlam participated in four more bombing attacks and 19 armed patrols searching for enemy targets with 237 hours 
flying.  On completion of his operational tour, Whitlam was posted to RAAF Air Operations Centre Pacific Echelon in the 
Philippines which was to be his last deployed posting in the RAAF. 

At the end of the war on 15 August 1945, Flight Lieutenant Gough Whitlam was posted back to Australia and discharged 
from the RAAF on 13 October 1945. 

And the rest is history. 

REMEMBRANCE DAY TRADITION 

At 11 am on 11 November 1918 the guns of the Western Front fell silent after more than four years continuous warfare. 
The allied armies had driven the German invaders back, having inflicted heavy defeats upon them over the preceding 

four months. In November the Germans called for an armistice (suspension of fighting) in order to 
secure a peace settlement. They accepted the allied terms of unconditional surrender. The 11th 
hour of the 11th day of the 11th month attained a special significance in the post-war years. The 
moment when hostilities ceased on the Western Front became universally associated with the 
remembrance of those who had died in the war. The allied nations chose this day and time for the 
commemoration of their war dead. On the first anniversary of the armistice in 1919 two minutes’ 
silence was instituted as part of the main commemorative ceremony at the new Cenotaph in 
London. The silence was proposed by Australian journalist Edward Honey, who was working in 
Fleet Street. At about the same time, a South African statesman made a similar proposal to the 

British Cabinet, which endorsed it. King George V personally requested all the people of the British Empire to suspend 
normal activities for two minutes on the hour of the armistice ‘which stayed the worldwide carnage of the four preceding 
years and marked the victory of Right and Freedom’. The two minutes’ silence was popularly adopted and it became a 
central feature of commemorations on Armistice Day. After the end of the Second World War, the Australian and British 
governments changed the name to Remembrance Day. The remains of an unknown Australian soldier, exhumed from a 
First World War military cemetery in France, were ceremonially entombed in the Memorial’s Hall of Memory. This 
ceremony, which touched a chord across the Australian nation, re-established Remembrance Day as a significant day of 
commemoration. Four years later, in 1997, Governor-General Sir William Deane issued a proclamation formally 
declaring 11 November to be Remembrance Day, urging all Australians to observe one minute’s silence at 11 am on 11 
November each year to remember those who died or suffered for Australia's cause in all wars and armed conflicts. 

Hope to see you at the Xmas lunch at Tattersalls on 28 November 2014 
 

 


